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REMARKS, &c. 



The attention of the well-wishen of the Church 
— «t least of many of them — ^haying been drawn 
btoly to the £wt of its being desiraUe to greatly 
increase the number of Bishoprics in this coun- 
try, the writer of these few pages has ventured 
humbly and diffidentl^r to suggest a few hints on 
the subject, in connexion with another to which 
our thoughts are necessarily directed by certain 
Acts of Parliament recently passed — the reform 
of our Cathedral Institutions. 

The hand of legislation has been already up- 
lifted to make certain alterations in their consti<^ 
tntion : the present writer wishes to raise the 

2nestu>n whether the change in them (inevitable 
e believes it to be) may not be so directed, as 
not to wear even the appearance of spoliation, 
but to be the means of extending and multiply- 
ing bv division (so p«uradoxically to speak) those 
benefits for oonfernm which they were pecu- 
liarly designed. What those benefits are, 
forms no part of my inquiry; only whether the 
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institutions themselves may be multiplied, and 
how. 

I shallfirst endeavour to show in what manner 
I think the spirit of the Institution of a Dean 
and Chapter might be carried out on a plan 
founded on the recommendations of the Eccle* 
siastical Commissioners ; then I shall show the 
possibility of doing so in an increased number 
of Cathedral Establishments ; and lastly, hum- 
bly suggest means for the endowment of ad- 
ditional Bishoprics* 

The Chapter of a Cathedral is the collective 
head of a diocese, the assembly in fact of its 
dignity. Now, in what way can you more 
properly constitute the collective head, than by 
associating the heads of distinct portions of the 
diocese ? Such are the Archdeacons and Rural 
Deans. Archdeacons are already members of 
Chapters, so that there is no novelty in the 
idea ! What I would suggest/is, that in every 
Cathedral the Archdeacons should be Canons, 
but that there should be more Canonries (say 
twice as many) than Archdeacons; e. g, if 
there were two Archdeaconries, two Canonries, 
beside them and the Deanery ; and that the 
same principle shopld be carried out with re- 
spect to the Rural Deans, by attaching the 
requisite number of honorary Canonries to the 
several Rural Deaneries. And here let me 
pause to ask whether it would not be advisable 
for the Bishop of each diocese to restrict the 
number of honorary Canonries to double the 
number of Rural Deans, subject to anancrease 
in proportion to any multiplication which may 



take place of the latter functionaries. The fact 
of there heing more Canonries than Archdea- 
conries, and honorary Canonries than rural 
Deaneries, woold prevent a mistake arising that 
they were respectiyely synonymous. Thus 
would be presented a beautiful picture of eccle- 
siastical order, the seyeral heads of Archdea- 
conries and Deaneries united in one head under 
the Bishop, the Deans, however, holding a place 
subordinate to that of the Archdeacons in the. 
Chapter, in a manner analogous to that in which 
they are subordinate to the latter in the diocese 
at large. The fact of the orderly appearance of 
this arrangement must, I think, speak volumes 
in its favor. Moreover, if the honorary Canon- 
ries in Cathedral Churches should be endowed 
in the way and to the amount allowed by a late 
enactment, and according to the honorable ex- 
ample reoontly set in the diocese of Sarum, why 
should they not resume the name of Prebends ? 
I have undertaken secondly, to show the 
possibility of the scheme in connexion with an 
increase of the number of Bishoprics. The 
Rev. W. Gresley in his recently published 
pamphlet, on the ** Necessity of attempting the 
restoration of the Established ChuTCfa," has 
pointed out the limits of Archdeaconries as the 
best boundaries of the new dioceses. Without 
following these limits exactly they will be found 
useful guides in the appointment of new sees, 
if those who bear rule in Church and State 
shall determine upon so excellent a measure. 
There are, I believe, 02 Archdeaconries in 
England and Wales, of vriiich many possess a 
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separate income, in dome cases very small. The 
writer, in order to carry out his argament, is 
obliged, presumptuous as it may appear, to 
name Uie number of new Bishoprics, to the 
erection of which his scheme is applicable : he 
therefore rentnres to suggest 34 m addition to 
the 26 already existing. There are about ld6 
Canottries existing (some suspended) in Cathe- 
dral and Collegiate Churches. Now, all I ask 
is, whether these Canonries might not be re- 
moved into different ehurches to those in which 
they are at this time, and so distributed as to 
support a Dean and Canon in every new Bish- 
o|^c ; supposing the total number of dioceses 
to be 60, which would leave 4 Canons to Wind- 
sor, and allow of 4 Canons being preserved in 
the Churches of Canterbury, York, London, 
and Winchester respectively, although there 
might be only one Archdeacon in each. This 
w<mld not quite exhaust the number, 186 ; but 
it is not necessary to do so. 

It may be objected that my scheme does not 
provide any income for the Archdeacons in the 
new Cathedrals, ^cept the insufficient sum 
appertaining to some of their offices. To this 
I answer, that there has been an act lately 
passed, to permit of the endowment (under 
certain conditions) of Archdeaconries, by at- 
taching to them parochial benefices: so that 
there is nothing to forbid their enjoying the 
dignity of Canons, although their incomes 
should not arise from corporate sources. But 
there is another way in which this difficulty 
may perhaps be removed, though not without 
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leading to the daiiger of ^aiicmriei bdii^^ 
founded by people in general witfc ArpHOear 
^^e^L^, by making the ArcM^ 
or Archdeacons the sole Canons besides tue 
Dean, except in the four dioceses above-meiir 
tioned. But even then it would be necesswry 
to augment those old Canonries which were 
made to support new Dea^. «> as to B»ke *«ii 
sufficient to sustain the dignity of ttot office. 
MiKht not this be efTected by the foUowing 
means? The annual value of the Prebends m 
Cathedrals, now in course of bejng handed ow 
to the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, is upwards 
of £l2fi00. There would be only 80 new 
deaneries to be erected, probably, if the number 
of Bishops was increased to 60 ; so that there 
is from Ais source a supply of £400 a yw to 
each of the new Deaneries, in augmwitationot 
the value of an old Canonry adapted to a new 
purpose. I must remind the reader that at 
this stage of my argument, I confine hisatien- 
tion entirely to the formation of new ehaptora 
without any reference to the emoluments <rf 
new biikopi. That question shall be discussed 
presenfly. It appears then that there is no 
unpediment to the wection of new Chapters, 
for they might be constituted wi&out the imr 
mediate augmentation above mentioned of the 
Deaneries. I suppose a Canon of A wouM 
hardly object to change his title for Dean of B, 
or Canon of C, and it would not be spoliation 
to remove the seat of a Canonry at D to a 
Church at £. 
Before proceeding further, it will be bettor to 



give a list of places, as far as the writer can dis- 
cover, the most suitable for the erection of new 
sees : 4 where Cathedrals or Collegiate chnrcbes 
already exist: namely, Manchester, Bristol, 
(which might take halfof Gloucestersb.,) West- 
minster, (which might take that city and part of 
Middlesex,) and Brecon : 3 which have chnrch- 
fls BDitable for Cathedrals, namely, Beverley, 
St. Albans, and Bath : and 27 other towns, 
periiaps Whitby, (Yorks.,) Chelmsford, Col- 
chester, Newcastle, (NorUinmberland,) Gaild- 
ferd, TatintoD, Liverpool, (which might take 
Lancashire,) Brighton, (or Lewes,) Bedford, 
Ipswich, Huntingdon, Totness, Tmro, Barnsta- 
ble, Shrewsbury, Derby, Bnckingbam, Notting- 
ham, Reading, Leicester, Richmond, (Yorks..) 
Devizes, Dorchester, (Dorset.,) Cardigan, Co- 
ventry, Birmingham, Sheffield, and Downbam, 
(Norfolk.) Now, it is evident that if there 
were 4 Canons preserved in the Chapters of 
Cant£Tbnry, York, London, Winchester, Ely, 
and Oxford, respeclively, and only 2 besides 
the Deanery (one of which shonld be an Arch- 
deaconry) in each of the other Bishoprics, 132 
would he disposed of oat of the number made 
up, by adding all the Canons in Cathedrals and 
Collegiate Churches together. It will be as 
veil here to mention that the anangment which 
I propose, does not sappose interference with 
any existing Deanery ; bat only the establish- 
ment of new Deaneries where none exist with 
an Archdeaconry, (to he accounted a Canonry) 
and another Canory. In the case of Cathedrals 
where 4 Canons are retained, there .can be no 
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difficulty in proyidiD^for two Archdeacons, if it 
18 thought proper to cuvide the diocese into two 
Archdeaconries ; in other ilioceses would it not 
he as welly in case of such a determination^ to 
attach the additional Archdeaconry to the 
Deanery, in some dioceses, and to the other 
Canonry in others ; so as to prevent an errone- 
ous impression as to the identity of Archdeacon- 
ries and Canonries ? For the former arrange- 
ment we have a precedent in the case of Uandaff, 
where one person fulfils the offices of t>ean and 
Archdeacon. This, I own, could not he imme- 
diately eflTected in aU cases : where it could not, 
one of two courses might he followed ; either 
the diocese might remain in only one Archdea- 
conry until a vacancy took place in the office 
to which it was desired to unite the new Arch- 
deaconry, or an unendowed Archdeaconry be 
erected to be hereafter so united. There is one 
town in the list above given, in which, if a new 
see was erected, it would be absolutely necessary 
immediately to constitute a new Archdeaconry ; 
I mean Liverpool, in this case it might remain 
unendowed and unattached until an opportunity 
presented itself for remedying that state of things. 
The reader, if he has had patience to attend 
to the writer so fiur, will naturally enquire what 
course I would recommend in the establishment 
of the new dioceses. The first thing, I suppose, 
should be the establishment of the new Deans 
and Chapters by separating them from the old 
Cathedrals, and placing them in those churches 
which are to be made the Cathednds of the 
new dioceses. The Archdeaconries also should 
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have their seat at once in the new (as they wonM 
thus have become) Collegiate Churches. In 
this there would \^ no impropriety, for the 
Archdeacons of Gloucester and Briatcd have 
their seats respectively in those two Cathedral 
Churches, although they are at present under 
only one Bishop. Upon this being done, let 
them remain under the same Bishop as before, 
except in the case of future dioceses composed 
of portions taken out of two Bishoprics, whidi 
might h8 attached to one of those sees out of 
which they were taken. AX this stage of the 
proceeding, let the Bishops take the titles of 
each new city in addition to their own, in the 
aame way as the Bishop of Gloucester and 
Bristol takes the names of both tiioee cities, and 
many Irish Prelates take their title from seve- 
ral sees. As in each of the parochial churches 
which might become Catfaedralsy sufficient pro- 
vision already exbts in the endowment of the 
incumbent and church-rate for the maintenanoe 
of divine service, the nccecnly of establishing 
MincHT Canons, and a Choir, &c. is altogether 
prednded ; so that nothing would now remain 
towards the establishment of new sees as separate 
Bishoprics, except an endowment for a Bishop, 
and an Order in Council. With reqpect to the 
celebration of divine 8«rvice, the importation of 
dignitaries, I should think, would be any thing 
but unpleasant to the existing incumbmit. 

Before I go further, I will mention asimpler, 
and perhaps a better plan, for the adjustment of 
of Catheoral institnticms and revenues* The 
net annual value oi the revenues of 
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and CoUegiate Churches on an ayerage of three 
years, ending Dec. 31, 1831, and of spiritual 
persons in &em, amounted to £274,764. If 
▼ou add to this, Sinecure Rectories, 62 in num- 
ber, £17,095, you have in all £291,849. This 
sum if rcMlistnbuted would suffice for neoessaiy 
purposes. It would aUow onan average to each 
Cathedral and Collegiate Church now existing, 
£2000 a year for the expenses of Choral 
service, e. g. Minor Canons, Organist, Singing 
Men, Choristers, &c.; to the Deans of Middle- 
ham, Windsor, Wolverhampton, (which ought 
to be separated from Windwr,) Heytesbury, 
the Master of St. Katharine's Hospital, and a 
new Dean of SouUiwell, £1000 per annum each ; 
to each of the Deans of Cathedral Churches, 
old and new, more than 1,600 a year; and to 
4 Canons in the several Cathedrus of Canter- 
bury, York, London, Winchester, Durham, 
Oxford, Ky, Westminster, and to 2 Canons in 
each of 62 other Cathedrals, more than £800 
perannumeaeh. Of course it would take years, 
injustice to the life interest of individuals, to 
bnng about the perfect equalization here re- 
commended of revenues; but the Deaneries 
and Canonries might be instantiy erected or 
removed as circumstances require. This pro- 
position differs little from that advamsed m a 
former page, exeept in number of CuM>Brie8 
and the simplicity of its enunciation. The 
figures above quoted amply fulfil my purpose, 
which is not so much to point out a particular 
arrangement, as to shew that some arrangement 
may te made, by which the number of Cathe- 
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drals and dioceses may be iDcrea^ed to the 
number of 60. 

Now we approach the grand question—^How 
are all these new Bishoprics to be endowed ? 
I would certainly answer no^ by the diminishing 
the revenues of old ones : they are not large 
compared with the wealth of temporal peers; be- 
sides, while the poorer Clergy shew us an ex- 
ample how to " suffer need, " is it not very 
desirable that some of the Ministers of Jesus 
Christ should have an opportunity, after the 
Apostle's example, of proving that they have^ 
learned,and teaching us, how to ** abound ?" The 
Clergy should be our bright examples, and by 
their conduct in different stations, manifestly 
prove that they have learned ** both to abound 
and to suffer need/' If men of God are willing 
for Christ's sake to consecrate themselves to the 
spiritual labors of the Gospel vineyard — to the 
service of Christ's household, (Heb. iii. 5,6.) — 
looking only for a reward in Heaven, (Heb. xi« 
6.) great will be their reward ; but is it any 
sign of piety in professing Christians, [and the 
great part of this nation would be very displeased 
at being accounted any thing else,] to think 
that any sum of mdney which will just ** keep 
the wolf from the door " is a sufficient remune- 
ration to a minister for his labors — and those 
labors too relating to the interests of eternity ? 
On such grounds as these I should feel horror 
and shame at advocating any diminution of the 
revenues of the Bishops — revenues which, 
be it remembered, moreover, are not salaries, 
but property, and by the sacred rule of justice 
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as inviolable as any other. On the contrary, 
as the people are to be benefitted, let the peo- 
ple be called upon to do what is necessary. If 
an income of £4,000 per annum, were considered 
enough for each of the new sees, it would require 
at an interest, upon its investment in land, or 
otherwise, of 4 per centum, £3,400,000 to do 
what is required. Now, if a New Bishoprics 
Endowment Fund were set on foot and continued 
for 17 years, it would require £200,000 to be 
raised every year to complete the glorious work, 
which would permit of the erection of two new 
Bishoprics yearly for 17 years. I can hardly 
Uiink but that if in every Farish, District, and 
Chapelry, and also in every other Church, Cha- 
pel, or other place appointed ** by the Ordinary 
of Uie place" tor divine service, weekly opportu- 
nities were afforded to all, of giving ** on the first 
day of the week" as the Lord had prospered them, 
a much greater sum might be obtained for this 
purpose : even by other means I have no doubt as 
much as above stated might be obtained. The 26 
Archbishops and Bishops ouffht to be the trus* 
tees or committee of the fund, and to point out 
in what order the new sees should be erected. 
Let the Bishops then call upon the people at 
large, with the sanction of the Sovereign, and 
if the Clei|^y will do their duty in recommend- 
ing the cause to their flocks, doubtless, a noble 
response will be made to the call of so excellent 
a work. If its excellence and desirableness be 
admitted, the ** Fund " set on foot, and then 
the members of the Christian Church in this 
country should not make an adequate offering 
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in answer to the appeals of the chief Pastors 
whom Christ hath set over his flock in this land, 
then, indeed, it will still remain a question how 
snch an object is to be effected. I do not think 
it possible that there should be no offerings 
made by any, towards effecting an object, which 
must confer so great a benefit on the Church in 
England as this would ; but even if but £60,000 
were raised annually, that would permit of the 
partial endowment and immediate erection of 
2 Sees, the endowments of which might be per- 
fected in 4 years ; and then, (at the end of 4 
years,) 2 more might be added in the same way. 
Howerer, let us hope there is more of that spirit 
of devotion and liberality, which is one sign of 
life in the Holy Church-^which so adorns, be- 
cause it becomes, those to whom much is given, 
than that it should be necessary to be so slow 
in doing, what we may be sure, if approved by 
spiritual rulers, would be the Lord's work 1 

When a See had been erected and separated, 
I suppose there would be no objection, if the 
Bishop could procure sufficient voluntary eon- 
tributions to enable him to do it, to his erecting 
a suitable Cathedral Church, and procuring the 
endowment of Minor Canons, Organist, Choir, 
&c. in which case there would be no difficulty in 
removing the Chapter from the Parish Church 
which had been used as a Cathedral to the new 
edifice, and constituting that the Cathedral 
Church of the diocese; for this proceed- 
ing would leave the Parish Church just as it 
was before it was constituted a Cathedral, no 
change having been made in incumbency, cura- 
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cieSy and church-officers, of neccMity. Only 
there onght to be an understanding Uiat there 
shoidd be no caricatares of fine old Cathedrals^ 
on a small scale. 

The writer of these few pages has ventured 
to 8un;est an idea of what he &inks a Chapter 
should be in a diocese> and his recommenda^ 
tions have been entirely free from the charge 
of spoliation ; for let the reader, not the 
** kind " reader, nor the *' gentle " reader, 
nor anjfthine of the sort, but the juit reader 
bear in mind, that he has not advocated altera- 
tiom even in institutions existing in a state which 
promised quiescence and security ; but far from 
It, while some are thinking of altogether alien- 
ating them from the objects for which they 
were designed, he has lifted up a faithful, 
though small and weak voice, entreating only 
that if the emoluments of these institutions 
must be interfered with, it may be in such a 
manner and on such a plan as rather to carry 
out, than annul and disappoint, the original 
intention of their creation. He hopes that 
the plain honest remarks of an humble indi- 
vidual may be listened to by some of those 
for whose eye, and ear, and attention, they are 
intended. 

In conlusion, he cannot forbear expressing a 
wish— a hope— -diat whatever new Bishops may 
be appointed, will be affectionate and earnest in 
their endeavours to feed the flock committed to 
them, and diat, while they are not like St. 
Paul, in perils oft, in afflictions, dangers, 
necessities, hunger, thirst, cold, nak^ness, and 
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persecutions^ they may, like him, be diligent, 
faithful, painfully laborious, fnll of anxiety, 
prayer, and watchfulness for their flock, and 
like him, be able to '* boast confidently '* that 
the people in their charge " abound to every 
good work," ** joying and beholding their order, 
and the stead&stness of their faith in Christ*" 
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